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A Note to Our Multilingual Families:

The Miller Creek School District celebrates multilingualism.

Young children who are exposed to multiple languages experience many benefits
including mental flexibility, improved decision-making, strengthened literacy, and
increased social adaptability. Multilingual students typically have access to perspectives
from different cultures and benefit from the sharing of diverse customs.

Families whose native language is different from the primary language taught in schools
share an important bond that is based on heritage and tradition. We thank our families
that continue to support the use of first languages within the family.

The Miller Creek School District recognizes the tremendous value multilingual students
add to our learning communities now and will add to our society as they grow. The
multitude of benefits of bilingualism hold open the doors of opportunity for our children.
We celebrate multilingualism!

El distrito escolar de Miller Creek celebra el multilingüismo.

Los niños pequeños que están expuestos a varios idiomas experimentan muchos
beneficios, incluida la flexibilidad mental, una mejor toma de decisiones, una mayor
alfabetización y una mayor adaptabilidad social. Los estudiantes multilingües suelen
tener acceso a perspectivas de diferentes culturas y se benefician del intercambio de
diversas costumbres.

Las familias cuya lengua materna es diferente de la lengua materna que se enseña en
las escuelas comparten un vínculo importante que se basa en la herencia y la tradición.
Agradecemos a nuestras familias que continúan apoyando el uso de los primeros
idiomas dentro de la familia.

El Distrito Escolar de Miller Creek reconoce el tremendo valor que los estudiantes

multilingües agregan a nuestras comunidades de aprendizaje ahora y lo agregaron a

nuestra sociedad a medida que crezcan. La multitud de beneficios del bilingüismo abren

las puertas de oportunidades para nuestros niños. ¡Celebramos el multilingüismo!
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Initial Identification and Assessment

The Miller Creek School District uses a standardized procedure to determine a student’s
primary language for all students kindergarten through 8th grade. This procedure begins
with a home language survey (HLS), which is completed by the parents or guardians at
the time the student is first enrolled.

HOME LANGUAGE SURVEY

Name of Student: __________________________________________________________
(Surname / Family Name)    (First Given Name) (Second Given Name)

Date of Birth: ________    Site: _____________________________ Enrollment Grade:  _____

Directions to Parents and Guardians:

The California Education Code contains legal requirements which direct schools to assess the English
language proficiency of students. The process begins with determining the language(s) spoken in the
home of each student. The responses to the home language survey will assist in determining if a student’s
proficiency in English should be tested. This information is essential in order for the school to provide
adequate instructional programs and services.

As parents or guardians, your cooperation is requested in complying with these requirements. Please
respond to each of the four questions listed below as accurately as possible.  For each question, write the
name(s) of the language(s) that apply in the space provided.  Please do not leave any question
unanswered. If an error is made completing this home language survey, you may request correction before
your student’s English proficiency is assessed.

1. Which language did your child learn when he/she first began to talk? ______

2. Which language does your child most frequently speak at home? ______

3. Which language do you (the parents or guardians) most frequently use
when speaking with your child? ______

4. Which language is most often spoken by adults in the home? ______
(parents, guardians, grandparents, or any other adults)

Please sign and date this form in the spaces provided below, then return this form to your child’s teacher.
Thank you for your cooperation.

____________
Signature of Parent or Guardian Date

California Department of Education Form HLS, Revised December 2019
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State and federal law require administration of an English language proficiency exam for
all students kindergarten - 8th grade who identify a language other than English as the
child’s first language or the language most frequently spoken at home. The California
Department of Education uses the English Language Proficiency Assessments in
California (ELPAC) for this purpose. The ELPAC consists of two separate assessments:
one for the initial identification of students as English learners, and a second for the
annual summative assessment to measure a student’s progress in learning English and to
identify the student's level of ELP.

Parent notification and administration of the initial ELPAC must take place no later than
30 calendar days after the beginning of the school term or for students who enroll
mid-term, within two weeks of being placed in a program.
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Parent Notification of Assessments

6



7



Initial and Annual Assessment on English Language Proficiency
Assessments for California

8



9



10



The Starting Smarter website (available in English & Spanish) helps parents understand student
scores and reports, view sample test questions, and provide additional free resources to support
their child’s learning.

11

https://elpac.startingsmarter.org/


Sample Score Report - Initial ELPAC
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Sample Score Report - Summative ELPAC
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Reclassification
Reclassification is the process whereby a student is reclassified from English learner status to
fluent English proficient (RFEP) status. Local educational agencies (LEAs) determine when the
student has met the four criteria listed in Education Code (EC) Section 313 (f) , in accordance
with the California Department of Education (CDE).
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Instructional Program

English learners at all English proficiency levels and at all ages require both Integrated
ELD and specialized attention to their particular language learning needs, or Designated
ELD.

Designated ELD is defined as instruction provided during a time during the regular
school day for focused instruction on the state-adopted ELD standards to assist English
learners to develop critical English language skills necessary for academic content
learning in English.

Integrated ELD is defined as instruction in which the state-adopted ELD standards are
used in tandem with the state-adopted academic content standards. Integrated ELD
includes specifically designed academic instruction in English.

Any language acquisition program provided by a local educational agency (LEA) shall be
designed using evidenced-based research and include both Designated and Integrated
ELD.

Designated and Integrated ELD instruction is a component of Tier I instruction for all
English learners under the Multi-Tiered System of Supports.

Effective Instructional Approaches | Researched Based Strategies

Recommendation 1 Teach a set of academic vocabulary words intensively across several days using
a variety of instructional activities.
❖ Choose a brief, engaging piece of informational text that includes

academic vocabulary as a platform for intensive academic vocabulary
instruction.

❖ Choose a small set of academic vocabulary for in-depth instruction.
❖ Teach academic vocabulary in depth using multiple modalities (writing,

speaking, listening).
❖ Teach word-learning strategies to help students independently figure

out the meaning of words.

Recommendation 2 Integrate oral and written English language instruction into content-area
teaching.
❖ Strategically use instructional tools—such as short videos, visuals, and

graphic organizers—to anchor instruction and help students make
sense of content.

❖ Explicitly teach the content-specific academic vocabulary, as well as the
general academic vocabulary that supports it, during content-area
instruction.

❖ Provide daily opportunities for students to talk about content in pairs or
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small groups.
❖ Provide writing opportunities to extend student learning and

understanding of the content material.

Recommendation 3 Provide regular, structured opportunities to develop written language skills.
❖ Provide writing assignments that are anchored in content and focused

on developing academic language as well as writing skills.
❖ For all writing assignments, provide language-based supports to

facilitate students’ entry into, and continued development of, writing.
❖ Use small groups or pairs to provide opportunities for students to work

and talk together on varied aspects of writing.
❖ Assess students’ writing periodically to identify instructional needs and

provide positive, constructive feedback in response.

Recommendation 4 Provide small-group instructional intervention to students struggling in areas of
literacy and English language development.
❖ Use available assessment information to identify students who

demonstrate persistent struggles with aspects of language and literacy
development.

❖ Design the content of small-group instruction to target students’
identified needs.

❖ Provide additional instruction in small groups consisting of three to five
students to students struggling with language and literacy.

❖ For students who struggle with basic foundational reading skills, spend
time not only on these skills but also on vocabulary development and
listening and reading comprehension strategies.

❖ Provide scaffolded instruction that includes frequent opportunities for
students to practice and review newly learned skills and concepts in
various contexts over several lessons to ensure retention.

What Works Clearinghouse, 2014

Current Practices

When designing integrated ELD, the Miller Creek School District utilizes Guided Language
Acquisition Design (GLAD) as an instructional model. Teachers deliver academic content and
language while using an integrated, balanced literacy approach. Examples of GLAD
methodologies include cognitive content dictionaries, exploration reports, observation charts,
inquiry charts, and pictorial input charts.

For designated ELD at the K-5 level, the Miller Creek School District utilizes Leveled Literacy
Intervention (LLI) which is an intervention that provides daily, intensive, small-group instruction.
LLI advances literacy by deepening and expanding comprehension with close reading, increases
reading volume with just right texts, and uses texts that expand vocabulary. LLI uses texts that are
mostly nonfiction, high-interest, and include a variety of genres and text features.

22

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/english_learners_pg_040114.pdf


Miller Creek Middle School offers a designated ELD period for students that score novice on the
Initial ELPAC or 1 / 2 on the Summative ELPAC as well as Lexia Power Up, an computer based,
adaptive program.

EL Assessment

In addition to the ELPAC, the Miller Creek School District uses local assessments to monitor a
student’s progress with language development.

Imagine Language & Literacy Mid Year Benchmark Assessment

90 days after the student has completed the initial placement test, the Mid Year Benchmark
assessment will show up in the student’s pathway. This benchmark assessment takes a
moment to check-in on how much the student has retained with the skills they have been
working on.

Students in grades 2 and higher will also take a reading level assessment that will follow the Mid
Year benchmark assessment if the student is eligible (student is in Grade 2 or higher AND
Working in Grade 2 or higher content in the program). The reading test measures student
fluency over time by giving students a lexile score. Teachers can then see into which Common
Core grade level lexile reading band the student falls and measure growth over time.

In kindergarten through grade 2, all students are administered the Fountas and Pinnell
Benchmark Reading Assessment. The assessment determines the independent and
instructional reading levels through the observation of reading behaviors and measuring
comprehension.

Students in grades 3 through 5 whose reading levels are developing below grade level, continue
to receive the F&P assessment as a diagnostic measure.

Students in grades 3 through 8 take the STAR reading assessment. A literal comprehension
assessment that can monitor progress over time.

Parent Involvement: SELAC & DELAC

Each California public school with 21 or more English learners must form a Site English
Learner Advisory Committee (SELAC).

Responsibilities of the SELCA shall include the following:
● Advising the principal and staff in the development of a site plan for English

learners and submitting the plan to the School Site Council for consideration of
inclusion in the School Plan for Student Achievement.
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● Assisting in the development of the schoolwide needs assessment.
● Ways to make parents aware of the importance of regular school attendance.
● Each SELAC shall have the opportunity to elect at least one member to the District

English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC).

Parents or guardians of English learners shall constitute at least the same percentage of
the SELAC membership as their children represent of the student body.

The parents or guardians of English learners shall elect the parent members of SELAC.
Parents or guardians of English learners shall be provided the opportunity to vote in the
election.

Each California public school district with 51 or more English learners must form a District
English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC) unless the district designates for this
purpose a subcommittee of an existing districtwide advisory committee.

The DELAC shall advise the school district governing board on at least the following
tasks:

1. Development of a district master plan for education programs and services for
English learners. The district master plan will take into consideration the school
site master plans.

2. Conducting a district wide needs assessment on a school-by-school basis.
3. Establishment of district programs, goals, and objectives for programs and

services for English learners.
4. Development of a plan to ensure compliance with any applicable teacher and/or

teacher aide requirements.
5. Review and comment on the school district reclassification procedures.
6. Review and comment on the written notifications required to be sent to parents

and guardians.

Parents or guardians of English learners shall constitute the majority membership (51
percent or more) of the committee.

Each school's English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC) shall have the opportunity to
elect at least one of its members to be a site representative DELAC member. If the district
has 31 or more ELACs, it may use a system of proportional or regional representation.
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Funding

The purpose of the Title III Language Instruction for English learners and Immigrant
Students program is to ensure that all English learners attain English language
proficiency (ELP), develop high levels of academic attainment in English, and meet the
same challenging state academic standards as all other students.

Funds must be used for the following supplemental services as part of the language
instruction program for English learners and immigrant children and youth:

● Developing and implementing new language instruction educational programs,
and academic content instructional programs

● Highly focused, innovative, locally designed activities to expand or enhance
existing language instruction educational programs

● Implementing schoolwide programs for restructuring, reforming, and upgrading
language instruction educational programs and academic content instruction

District Data of Students Served

Percentage of EL Students

Total
Students

Fall
2019-2020

EL Students
Fall

2019-2020

Percentage
of EL

Students
Fall

2019-2020

Total
Students

Fall
2020-2021

EL Students
Fall

2020-2021

Percentage
of EL

Students
Fall

2020-2021

Lucas Valley 391 20 5.1% 336 15 4.5%

Mary E.
Silveira

437 88 20.1% 418 94 22.5%

Vallecito 498 64 12.9% 408 63 15.4%

Miller Creek 693 27 3.8% 691 24 3.5%

OVERALL 2,018 199 9.9% 1,853 196 10.6%
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